Identification of Gaucher cells in the chorionic villi associated with recurrent hydrops fetalis.
Recurrent non-immune hydrops fetalis has rarely been reported. In order to detect the risk of recurrence in a subsequent pregnancy, one should carefully consider the possibility of an inborn error of metabolism. In such cases, placental examination may be useful in detecting such metabolic storage disorders in the fetus, which usually present as vacuolization of placental cells. We describe a rare case of recurrent hydrops that was detected by placental examination. Through light microscopy, electron microscope (EM) studies and beta-glucocerebrosidase activity the disease was identified as Gaucher's disease.